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Have you ever been taking down a peg as an adult? Or cut to the quick as a teenager? My growing up 
years I was brought to be a humble young lady, let me add not by choice.  I had two wonderful women in 
my life that made sure I was going to grow up with morals and values, and that was my aunt Betty and my 
mother. These two strong women knew what it took to overcome adversity and to make something out of 
nothing.  There were times as a teenager when I didn’t want to do something or was just in a bad mood, 
they quickly let me know that my behavior was unacceptable and I needed to get over myself. They taught 
me to be the person that I am today. I say all of that to say you never know what you may mean to people 
around you, it could be family member’s friend’s strangers.  So be kind with your words and as my mom 
and aunt always said “treat people like you want to be treated” I am excited to be back with another issue 
of JO Magazine.  We have been away for a while preparing the JO Today show but we are back in Black 
and white with Covers entertainer host Sherard Sharpe and actress Hilary Ward. This issue of JO covers 
the best of 2018 for us.  We start off with two great interviews from industry designers Hannah Beachler 
Marvels “Black Panther” and Anastasia Masaro “Tully” along with Comedian “Luenell” and with  celebrities 
tucked inside. We had fun creating the 2018 solo issue. 
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THE RUNDOWN

elizabeth moss will join Melissa  
McCarthy and Tiffany Haddish as stars of 
New Line mob drama The Kitchen.

ava duvernay will direct Warner Bros. 
and DC’s The New Gods adaption.
Nicholas Cage will star in the  
drug thriller Running with the Devil.

ian mckellen and Helen Mirren will 
star in New Line thriller The Good Liar, 
Directed by Bill Condon.

michelle hurd will star in CBS’  
Cagney & Lacey reboot alongside Ving 
Rhames. Ryan Coogler’s  Black Panther 
movie made it to be the #1 super hero 
pic of all times in North America.

new york and company  
has partnred with actress, Gabriel Union 
to be the face of the company’s 7th 
Avenue Design Studio. In addition Ms. 
Union launched her name sake  
collection this fall, exclusive to New York 
and Co.  CEO Greg Scott stated that  
customers will relate to Gabrielle. She 
has both aspirational and inspirational 
to our consumers, Gabriel’s collection 
will be unlike anything our consumers 
have ever seen from us and Mrs. Union 
says the collection was eagerly inspired 
by hit show Being Mary Jane a tv series 
produced by and stared the award 
winning actress.  Congratulations are 
in order for Mrs. Union. Ladies, we now 
have a new clothing line to check out at 
New York and Co. clothes the store has 
never seen before.

i can only imagine scored the fourth  
biggest domestic opening ever for a 
faith based film also having the best  
selling Christian single with  
the same title.

lena waithe reveals she wants to make 
a Mary Tyler Moore Biopic, the actress 
and writer is dreaming of a film about 
her TV Hero: “I don’t think people are 
expecting that from a black lesbian from 
the south side of Chicago. But, I read 
her autobiography more times than I 
can count.”

adam sandler, and Jennifer Aniston to 
star in Netflix Comedy “Murder Mystery” 
the script comes from “White House 
Down” writer James Vanderbilt



viola davis is giving back by joining 
forces with the Albertsons companies 
foundation to provide 5 million more 
breakfast this year to children in need. 
Viola Davis is our Every Day Hero.   
She says “I am beyond thrilled to see 
how our communities joined together 
last year to support the eradication of  
childhood hunger in America,” said 
Hunger Is Ambassador Viola Davis.  
“The Hunger Is ‘Hungry for More’ 
campaign is essential for educating the 
public on just how severe the issue of 
childhood hunger is in every community  
throughout the country. A child who has 
eaten breakfast is able to learn more, 
live healthier and achieve greater 
 success in life. It’s an honor to continue 
to stand with the Albertsons  
Companies Foundation and the  
Entertainment Industry Foundation to 
help put an end to this  
significant problem.” 

Hey have you ever thought about 
going to a film festival?  

I have just the one for you Stacey Spikes, 
founder of the Urban World Film festival 
and it’s one of the largest internationally 
competitive festivals of its kind.  Well JO 
Magazine has had the opportunity to 
attend and the first night of Urban Worl 
d we got to check out and see Producer 
of BET Tales, Irv Gotti and his son JJ. 

IN RECENT 
ENTERTAINMENT NEWS
 
Three-time NAACP Image Award  
winner, Emmy and Golden  
Globe-nominee, star and executive 
producer of ABC’s black-ish,  
Mr. Anthony Anderson returned as the 
host for the 49th NAACP Image Awards, 
which was broadcast live from the  
Pasadena Civic Auditorium, and aired 
on TV One. The two-hour special 
opened with a powerful moment in 
support of #TIMESUP featuring  
Angela Robinson, Kerry Washington, 
Jurnee Smollett-Bell, Laverne Cox, Lena 
Waithe and Tracee Ellis Ross. 

The organization honored actor,  
producer and humanitarian  
Danny Glover with the esteemed  
President’s Award. Mr. Glover has been 
a commanding presence on screen, 
stage and television for more than 30 
years now. 

Ava DuVernay was honored as the 
NAACP Entertainer of the Year. 

Members of the Memphis Sanitation “I 
Am A Man” Workers were also in  
attendance – they were presented with 
the Vanguard Award. The night was 
filled with acknowledgement & great 
admiration for one another’s work and 
social efforts. To see the full line-up hop 
on Naacpimageawards.net

R&B Legend Anita Baker, took to twitter 
and announced after three decades of 
singing, she said that it’s time to call it 
quits, she’s retiring, making reference to 
being a retired beach bomb.  
Baker announced this on New Year’s 
Day saying, this will be the end of her 
soulful love songs, stay tuned for her 
farewell concert series. We will miss her 
beautiful voice. 

Actor Woody McClain, and Michelle 
Mitchenor for BET Tales,  
Trap Queen episodes.



american black film festival 

2018
 
By: Yvonne L. Lander

JO Today attended the 2018 ABFF in 
Miami, Fl. This was another  
exciting year of stars, film screenings,  
conversations, panels, parties and 
red-carpet events. At this years ABFF 
the opening night movie was the new 
movie ‘Superfly’.  
Stars walked the red-carpet styling and  
profiling, showing their flyness. The 
entire cast was available to introduce 
the film.
     
Each year the ABFF names a celebrity  
ambassador this year’s  
ambassador Jay Ellis from the HBO hit 
series ‘Insecure.’ This year one of the 
sponsors Cadillac offered free rides 
to the pass holders from the different 
venues. What a way to ride around the 
streets of Miami, in luxury. The streets 
and surroundings were alive with stars  
walking around in the rain.  
JO was on the red carpet for the  
premiere of the TV One movie ‘Down 
for Whatever’ and they did the red  
carpet proud. If your thinking of  
attending the 2019 ABFF start planning 
now, passes are on sale at there lowest 
cost. Check out the photos and enjoy. 

urban world film festival 

2018
By: Yvonne L. Lander

It was another great year for the 22nd  
Annual Urban World Film Festival. Each 
year gets better and better. More  
movies that make you laugh, cry, and 
give you inspiration. As always, the great 
back drop of the city of lights New York  
keeps the action moving.

The opening night this year was ‘Night 
School’, starring Kevin Hart and Tiffany  
Haddish. Along with Yvonne Orji, Rob 
Riggle, Taran Killan and Romany Malco. 
‘The Hate You Give’ was the closing 
night film; starring Amanda Stenberg, 
Regina Hall. Joining these lovely ladies 
was Anthony Mackie, Issa Rae, Common, 
Russell Hornsby and Algee Smith.

As always, the red carpet was on fire 
as the stars poised and interviewed 
there was down the carpet. Producers, 
directors and other actors from many of 
the short films and documentaries also 
walked the carpet. Two of our favorite  
ladies were on the red carpet, Tasha 
Smith and Telma Hopkins. They were 
there representing for BET Networks 
 (US Premiere) of ‘Running Out of Time’. 
Look for it on your BET 
Network channels.

Check out the photos and enjoy.  
Next year is right around the corner be 
on the lookout for passes for the 2019 
Urban World Film Festival in New York.



W

ARC Staffing Solutions is the result of enterprising individuals with over 40 years 
of combined experience in the staffing business. Our shared vision is that of 
offering a staffing business that builds solid relationships with our employees 
and our worksite employers.  ARC Staffing Solutions is the bridge between job 
seekers and area business’s looking for quality individuals. Our unique ability to 
recruit and retain employees, and our successful track record of supplying  
labor to over 100 businesses, makes us an enviable partner 
for all of you hiring needs.you hiring needs

ARC STAFFING SOLUTIONS



 ‘Nappily Ever After’, has been on Netflix for a while. This is a 
very relatable movie for the woman in all of us. Is our hair the 
focus of our lives? If having your hair perfect in everyway is 
the main goal of your existence this is the movie for you.  
Starring: Sanaa Lathan, Ricky Whittle, and Lynn Whitfield. 

With Halloween just passing, Netflix added a new scary  
original show. ‘The Haunting of Hill Home’, this suspenseful 
movie will keep you on the edge of your seat. Get Netflix and 
watch with one eye open, keep the chills and thrills going 
after Halloween. Starring: Michiel Husiman, Carl Gugino, and  
Timothy Hutton. Also look for Keith Arthur Bolden as the  
sheriff one of our features in this month of JO Magazine.

‘The Good Cop’, starring Tony Danza, Josh Groban, and  
Monica Barbaro.  The last time we heard anything about Mr. 
Danza he was teaching at a High School in Philadelphia. He’s 
back in this new series about a bad cop and his son who is a 
good cop. This show is wworth binging you will be laughing 
and crying at the same time.

Do you like documentaries? Netflix has the main music man  
’Quincy’.  This movie looks into his private life and the stories 
from his career. Listening to all the stars that Quincy Jones 
jump started their careers. The list is long and full of all big 
names in the entertainment game. Grab some popcorn and 
sit back for two hours and enjoy.

Bounce TV is the nation’s fastest-growing television network 
designed for African-American audiences announced an 
expansion of original programming heading into the 2017-18 
television season, including the launch of an all-new comedy 
series, the renewals of three popular shows and more special 
event programming and live sports.

In The Cut, whose new third season episodes are currently 
premiering Tuesday nights at 9:00 p.m. ET through the  
summer, has been renewed for a fourth season. 

THE SHOUT



THE SHOUT
Grown Folk
From the creator of “In The Cut and Family Time”, Bentley 
Kyle Evans, comes Grown Folks, a half-hour situation comedy 
about two blue-collar couples who share a duplex while nav-
igating life, marriage and friendship. Grown Folks stars Gary 
“G-Thang” Johnson, Tracey Cherelle Jones, Jay Phillips World 
premieres Tues. Oct. 3 at 9:30 p.m. (ET).

Saints & Sinners, the mega-hit original drama series and #1 
most-watched program in Bounce history, has been renewed 
for a third season. Cliffhangers will be resolved and new 
twists and turns will develop as viewers are brought back to 
Cypress, Georgia, the sleepy southern town outside Atlanta 
which is flooded with greed, deception, corruption,  
compromising sexual affairs and murder. The eight-episode 
season will be shot in the fall and will premiere in the spring 
of 2018. Vanessa Bell Calloway, Christian Keyes, Keith  
Robinson, Clifton Powell, J.D. Williams, Jasmine Burke,  
Demetria McKinney and Tray Chaney return. Saints & Sinners 
is produced in partnership with Swirl Film’s Eric Tomosunas 
(Love Under New Management: The Miki Howard Story, 35 
and Ticking, The Undershepard.)

Family Time, which returns for season five on Tues. Oct. 3 at 
9:00 p.m., has been renewed for a sixth season. The hit sitcom 
comedically chronicles the lives of the Stallworth family, 
headed by the dad, a struggling general contractor played 
by Omar Gooding, and his wife, an unfulfilled stay-at-home 
mom portrayed by Angell Conwell. Tanjareen Thomas, Paula 
Jai Parker, Clayton Thomas, Bentley Kyle Evans, Jr. and Jayla 
Calhoun co-star. 

Boris Kodjoe hosted the final stop of the nationwide fashion 
tour “Finding Ashley Stewart”.  The search for this year’s iconic 
curvy diva ended at the Kings theatre in Brooklyn, New York. It 
was a night of giveaways, catwalks & dancing that was topped 
off with a hot performance by the award winning 90’s sensa-
tion, En Vogue. The star studded event  
included special appearances by NFL Legend Carl Barnes, 
Miss USA 2013 Erin Brady, WNBA Star Kim Hampton, Gospel 
Artist Keke Sheard, and the lovely Mrs. Nicole Ari Parker and 
Ms. Iyanla Vanzant



Dash of pepper
This new show on HBO is a hot new add to television, after 
completing its first season on HBO it was picked up for  
another season. If you haven’t seen this ground-breaking
show please tune in, this beautiful black woman puts a 
good twist on the life of a woman in the world today. 
This new show was shown at last years ‘Urbanworld Film 
 Festival’, the cast talked about their roles and how it felt 
going from the Internet onto a national platform like HBO.
I’m sure most of you readers watched the show ‘Awkward 
Black Girl’ on YouTube. The creator Issa Rae has won the 
2012 Shorty Award for Best Web Show, made the Forbes 30 
under 30 list twice.

‘Insecure’ was created by: 
Issa Rae and Larry Wilmore, executive produced be Issa  
Rae,Prentice Penny, Melina Matsoukas, Michael Rotenburg, 
Dave Becky, and Jonathan Berry. 

This woman is very talented and puts a new twist on how 
black women are seen on television. This year Issa Rae was a 
2017 ABFF winner as the Rising Star Award. ‘Insecure’ looks 
like it’s on its way to being a long running series on HBO. 
Seeing the characters going through the ups and downs of 
relationships, thinking that in some way you have your life 
all together then find out you don’t, you still have work to 
do. Getting along with co-workers, friends and boyfriends.
The list goes on and on, Ms. Rae takes us along on her  
journey to discover what life has to offer.

Cast of this new series:
Issa played by Issa Rae
Molly played by Yvonne Orji
Lawrence played by Jay Ellis
Frieda played by Lisa Joyce





What ’s On Broadway?



Finding Never Land, January 15-20th 
Schuster Center,Dayton, OH. 

Finding Never Land tells the narrative behind the story, you start to experience the trials and tribulations of what we today 
recognize as a great work of artistry that has changed all of our lifetimes.  The road and journey to that creation was met with 
challenges, I think everybody loves the back story.  
 It’s truly inspiring. It’s quite uplifting. And it will bring out the child in you.  You will remember how creative you were as a child, 
and reminiscent of the creation of Never Land being that magical place that changes everyone s life. 







This everyday hero article is about two 
icons that still bring joy and  
entertainment to many fans till this 
day. Cicely Tyson and Diana Ross, 
these beautiful women received the 
Medal of Freedom from former  
president Mr. Barack Obama. As 
President Obama was getting ready to 
leave office he presented Med-als of  
Freedom to many people.

Our role model and mom-my image 
Cicely Tyson is an Ev-eryday Hero for 
the simple fact that she is still  
performing on the stage. It has been 
said that performing on stage is  
grueling, Ms. Tyson still makes it look 
easy. We have seen her per-form on 
television and the silver screen. Her 
role in the movie 

“The Help” was just another day at the 
park, she brought you into her world. 
She has won Two Emmy Awards, the 
Tony Award for best leading actress. 
In 2015, Ms. Tyson was honored at 
the Kennedy Center Awards. 2016 she 
was honored with the Medal of  
Freedom an honor that was given to a  
wonderful woman.  When Tyler Perry 
was building his studio in Atlanta, one 
of the studios was named after  
Ms. Tyson. She has starred in some of  
Perry’s films which is always a good 
sight to see her still doing her thing.

For those that didn’t know  
Ms. Tyson was once married to Jazz 
Legend Miles Davis. Being that she is 
a very private person it’s something 
she doesn’t talk about in interviews.  
She was born in Harlem, NY on  
December 18, 1924. 

If you have followed her acting  
career throughout her life on the 
small screen, big screen, and on stage 
you know that she takes pride in  
taking roles that have a very positive  
mes-sage to women of color. Before 
hitting the stage, Ms. Tyson was a 
model for Ebony magazine. With a 
career and goals, she has attained she 
was always be remember to me as the 
Great Actor of Stage and Screen.

Sing me a song my lady. Diana Ross is 
stilling touring performing and  
wowing crowds with her voice.  
With a career spanning over 50 years 
and still going, from Motown to the 
White House. Her movies are iconic, 
her music makes you cry, laugh and 
get out your seat. She has five  
beautiful children, a couple of them 
have followed her into the  
entertainment in-dustry. 

Let’s not forget that Ms. Ross also has 
performed on television, theatre and 
has a run in the fashion industry.  In 
2007 she was honored at the  
Kenne- dy Center Honors. After 
achiev-ing all that she has achieved 
what else is there for this icon to 
achieve? JO Magazine is  
look-ing forward to covering  
whatev-er Ms. Ross keeps on  
achieving. We would not be doing Ms. 
Ross any justice if we forgot 
to talk about her children, who in 
their own rights have made names for 
themselves. Tracee Ellis Ross, Evan 
Ross and Rhon-da Ross Kendrick, 
Chudney Ross, and Ross Naess. 
In 2007 Ms. Ross was the recipient of 
the Kennedy Center Honors in 2007. 

everyday hero

She has 12 Grammy nominations  
never did receive one, so in 2012 she 
was honored with the Grammy  
Life-time Achievement Award. Last  
December in 2016 Billboard magazine 
named her the 50th most successful 
dance artist of all time. Even now she 
is still out entertaining us on stage. If 
you get a chance go she Diana Ross 
live and enjoy the show.

Both women are heroes for all that 
they have achieved in a world full of 
locked gates. Each woman had their 
own special key to unlock the gates 
and keep on going to show the world 
I’m here.
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HANNAH BEACHLER 



HANNAH BEACHLER 
is a film production designer, she has designed sets for many 
projects like Creed, Moonlight, Miles Ahead, and production 
designer for Beyonce’s Lemonade, her most recent project was 
Black Panther. Hannah is an Ohioan she graduated from  
Centerville High School and attended University of Cincinnati 
and graduated from Wright State University. We had an 
opportunity to chat with Ms. Beachler and this is what  
she had to say.

INTERVIEW
Jo: Sometimes when we go to college we change our minds 
when we get there on what we really want to do with our 
lives, so was being a set designer the field that you really 
wanted to take off in?

Hannah: I started off wanting to be a fashion designer that’s 
what I went to University of Cincinnati for I did that for three 
years I wanted to be a fashion designer since 7th grade and 
as I went through school I felt that it wasn’t where I wanted 
to be creatively so I took some time off and I did what young 
people do, experience life get into trouble, get out of trouble 
be creative with my friends. I worked on a music video with 
a friend that was in a band and I worked on a indie film and 
for me it was always about the look and I worked in the art 
department of it all, I worked at Hasbro toys in Cincinnati and 
they had a connection with the film industry.  
I had my son and then I decided to come up to  
Wright State University.

Jo: Even though it’s another super hero movie Black Panther 
Wakanda is very unique how did you approach the  
design world? How did you come up with the idea?

Hannah: It’s a very intense journey we approach it through 
afro futurism the African Diaspora the history and tradition 
language for the culture there you start on a macro level start 
big and go small. And you have all your details, it’s a lot, we 
have to make sure we are doing right by the story and that 
we are doing right by this fiction African nation, as a 
representation on afro futuristic way for black culture  that 
has not been culminated.
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Jo: How long did this process take?

Hannah: I was on this project for 13 months.

Jo: What was the most challenging set for you to create?
Hannah: The most challenging set was the Jabari M’Baku’s 
throne room in Gorilla City his throne room needed to be 
different than the rest of Wakanda and it was challenging, the 
Jabari tribe was more isolated they didn’t embrace the God 
that everyone else did they were master craftsmen at wood. 
I had to switch gears when working on Jabari City and the 
throne room. I had to rethink it while still using the traditions 
and it was a challenge we found it and the tone but it took a 
while.

Jo:  Listening to you talk about it, I was thinking I play the 
piano and when I want to be creative and make some music 
I have to be by myself in the zone, what do you do when you 
want to be creative?
Hannah: I just start diving in and people who work with me 
can tell you I have a million ideas and when the weekend 
would happen I would day dream, I am a day dreamer and 
I would come in on Monday and everything that we just 
worked on I would scrap it I will change everything because 
your idea it really needs to be in your blood stream and your 
fiber to come out the way you want it to come out it takes me 
a couple of days to come back.

Jo: What was one of your favorite things about working on 
the film?

Hannah: Traveling was fantastic going to South Africa going 
to South Korea and spending time there and being on the 
ground on the mother land having that emotional connection 
that I needed to infuse into the design, working with Ryan 
all ways a pleasure and learning experience, I don’t know if I 
could have taking this journey without him.  I love all the sets 
my favorite was Princess Shuri’s Lab working with Marvel  a 
company who really took the time to listen to us a s film  
makers, as people of color,  trying to bring to life this society 
and civilization to represent black culture, African and  
African American in a way that’s prideful the correct  
information and dignity and give us a sense of our  
ancestry here that we may not have a sense of.  Also it gave 
us a chance to reach into the treasure chest the history of 
Africa to show everyone this is a part of us  you might feel  
disconnected but this is a part of us, there’s no place you can 
go where you don’t find black people being creative  
making music making art no matter where they are in the 
world, different  nations in Africa parts of Africa the  
Ethiopian tribe  make beautiful art on their body use  
everything in nature there is a sense of science and  
biometrics knowing what to use to make that creative that’s 
really the essence of afro futurism combining nature and 
science through arts and media.

Jo: What do you have coming up next?

Hannah: I did work on a commercial with Dee Reese and the 
director of mud bound we all did a little thing that will air at 
the Oscars it’s called the box.



larita harris-jones is moving forward with dreams and  
aspirations to create and sing music about the goodness of God 
and is excited to share it with the gospel community of  
worshipers.  Surrounding her since her youth until present day 
has been music, ministry within the church and the community, 
and leadership.  The Harris roots run deep as she was born into 
a household of 8 including: believers of Christ, preachers of 
the Word, and talented musicians and singers. The experience 
and connection that you become a part of when Larita worships 
through song has been described by family & friends,  
supporters, and her church home as: touching, a true blessing, 
uplifting, anointed, gives me the holy spirit goosebumps. Larita 
most recently released her first single Put Your Trust In Him in late 
September 2018.  Larita isn’t stopping there though.   
On top of being a wife, mother, daughter, sister, and 1st grade 
teacher, as well as leading praise and worship at her home 
church; she is still pursuing her album working hard in the studio 
creating more music to be a blessing to others.  Check her out on 
i-Tunes, Google Play, Amazon or Instagram and for booking  
contact @ lhjmusic98@gmail.com.



Keith O. Leak Sr, a minister,  
a musician, a songwriter, a 
teacher, a band arranger, a  
singer, a father, and a firm  
believer that Jesus is Lord. Keith 
is very passionate about his walk 
with Christ. A musician since the 
age of 6, Keith was destined to 
operate in ministry. By the age of 
13,  Keith was a Minister of Music. 
On this journey Keith has learned 
a lot about ministry and music, 
and is very sensitive to what’s 
needed musically for church  
services. Keith is also very  
passionate about music in  
general, and spends his daily  
routines on creating 
and producing music.

“I would like to thank God for 
inspiring me through His Word to 
write these great songs. I praise 
God for giving me the love of my 
life, my husband, Kevin Moore. 
You have always supported my 
Ministry and I truly love you  
forever. You give me reason to 
want to be better My goal in life 
is to please be and spend the rest 
of my life making you happy and 
loving you with the love  
God will allow.”

jacqueline hall-moore

keith o. leak
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Desiree Williams
Host, Musical Escape.
Desiree Williams: “My assignment in this season of my life is to 
help people in the areas of confidence and awareness  
management and in life, sometimes it’s hard and it’s difficult to 
find our way through life. Sometimes you cannot make an  
immediate move … one thing that is practically free and helps 
people is music! Music has been an inspiration for me, music has 
helped me get through difficult and challenging things in my life, 
and since I’m hoping that being in the field of radio will help me 
extend my reach in that area and really add value to people and 
make a difference.”

WCSU-FM 88.9, Central State Public Radio is launching “Talk To Me,” an hour long public affairs program.  The inaugural guests 
are Bomani Moyenda, Activist, Chemical Dependency Counselor and Michael Wilson, former Legislative Aide and current  
Equity Research Associate  with Community Matters, Cincinnati, Ohio.

“Talk To Me” is Executive Produced and moderated by Dr. Venita Kelley, Educator and Communication Specialist, and Director/
Actress/Artist, Felicia Chapelle. “Talk to Me” is a community empowerment public affairs talk show broadcast on WCSU-FM 
88.9 FM Central State University Public Radio. The station streams live at http://wcsufm.org/. 
 
The “Talk To Me” inaugural broadcast is “The Caliber of Our Citizenship.”   The general focus of the discussion is Who/What do 
we hold accountable? How do we, with integrity, achieve results that sustain and rebuild our community(ies). Part of the  
discussion will focus on efforts attempting to achieve justice for John Crawford III, the 22-year-old black man gunned down by 
police in a Beavercreek, Ohio Walmart. 

Central State University is an HBCU (Historically Black College or University).  WCSU-FM 88.9 has been in service to the  
community for over 50 years and is the oldest HBCU radio station in the country.  “Talk to Me” airs monthly on Thursday’s, 9 
to10 p.m. on WCSU-FM 88.9, Central State Public Radio.

WCSU Launches 

“Talk To Me” 
Community Public Affairs Talk Show
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Jo: What do you wish you knew back then that you know 
now?

Sherard: I would have gone a different direction in my career, 
especially if I have known the quickest place for a destination 
was a straight line, I would have come to California a long 
time ago for my television show and modeling career, that’s 
exactly what I would have done ten years ago.

Jo: Who inspired you to get started in your career?

Sherard: Many years ago, my mom gave me the first  
inspiration, she always believed in me and my career, she 
believed that I had what it takes to show host and be a  
celebrity in the industry. Way back in the late 90’s she  
inspired me one evening we were watching a television show 
called Vibe and she told me baby you need to get out there, 
modeling was hot, then for African American men, “she said 
you need to do it”” I said mom” and “she said I believe in 
you” and the next day I went to a modeling agency, I didn’t 
get signed on but still the fire was lit and I was learning about 
the industry rapidly, I was invigorated by  
my mom’s inspiration. 

Jo: I know after the fire was lit you were doing your thang can 
you tell the readers some of the covers you have been on?
Sherard: GQ, JO, Just Me, Vibe, I was doing a Vibe live with 
Luster products so I was in the Vibe magazine, Slam, I was 
in the International Models Magazine I was on perm boxes 
modeling do- rags, It’s weird people still ask  me for  
my autograph and that was years ago. 

Jo: You know I think I’ve seen you on one. 

Sherard: Yeah, those are still in the store, it’s a funny one of 
my army buddies called me he was in Afghanistan, he said 
Sherard don’t tell me you did a do-rag commercial he seen it 
in Afghanistan  people have also seen them in  
Jamaica so it’s crazy.

Jo: True, and awesome do-rags are popular.  What does it 
take to create your own television show?  

Sherard: Really to have your own successful TV show these 
days you really don’t need much in terms of having a show 
you want to have content and great guest something to talk 
about the substance you always want to try and have a great 
presence on camera, it’s too hard to teach it’s something you 
are going to have to have internally. I like to have powerful 
guest that will back up a segment for an example, I was a 
model until I went to New York.

I will have individuals who are inspiring models in New York 
I would have them tell their story some may talk about being 
homeless, they will have a story to tell and usually it will grab 
the audience attention. I want one of those Italian food kind 
of TV shows you eat the spaghetti and it fills you up not a 
Chinese TV show soon as you turn it off you’re hungry again 
so I just want to have substance were people will talk about it 
until the next episode.

Jo:  Good, sounds like you have already figured this out.  
Can you tell our readers about your show?

Sherard: The Sherard Show is on WCOBM it’s an online  
television station, it has about a million viewers that support 
the station, and it comes on Tuesdays 4 pm Pacific Standard 
the show is about fashion music entertainment.  I cover dif-
ferent segments of fashion some of the guests that I’ve  had 
on the show, celebrities like Freda Payne, Emotions, Stevie 
Wonder, The Dazz Band, Michelle Bernard, Rick Ross.  Jo I 
have been blessed to have some of the biggest stars and 
celebrities in the industry stop by the Sherard Show and they 
talk about their careers and the topic for the day. I also ask 
the guest to give some advice to others who may be  
interested in the same career.

Jo: Interesting, I have seen one of your shows and you were 
talking about 5 things you should never give up.
Sherard: Oh yeah, I believe one was never be afraid to live. 
Jo: One big factor for me that I like about your show, if you 
don’t catch it in its entirety, then you can go back and catch 
the entire show later.  I know you can do that a lot now, but I 
love the fact that you can. I find your 5 points to be  
interesting as well.

Sherard: I always try to have five points before I start I like to 
keep my audience inspired life is about living so people like 
to set up these big dreams and they don’t put them in action 
so it’s nothing but dreams until you put them in action, it’s 
okay to dream, but some point you got to put them in action 
so my points cover those types of things for people to be 
inspired about life. Because one day you’re going to wake up 
and be old and then what have you done. 
    
Jo: Tell me about it, I feel the gray in my hair coming on as we 
speak. Ha ha. Do you have a favorite episode so far you can 
share with us? 

Sherard: Surviving the game, it premiered on this network, I 
was teaching people about the game in the industry letting 
people know this is a business. A lot of people think that it’s 
all fun and games, but it’s a business. If you are a great talent 
and you transcend the business like a Beyoncé, Prince or  
Michael Jackson okay, but very few people reach that Plato 
and the fact is you have to understand that this is a business. 
That was one of my favorite episodes because I love  
educating entertainers surviving the game in fashion, music 
the entertainment business I had my finger in  
all three of them.  



Jo: What is one of your favorite, funniest shows  
with a celebrity? 

Sherard: It was so many celebrities and so many that were fun 
the one that sticks out was having the iconic Judy Pace on the 
show that was great because I grew up watching her all the 
young men my friends fantasize about her, she was so gor-
geous back on (Sanford & Son) and (Cotton Comes to Har-
lem) I just wished my mom could have seen her God rest her 
soul, she would’ve enjoyed seeing the people that she grew 
up watching on my show especially Stevie Wonder. 

Jo: I was looking at some of your past shows and I saw that 
you had Brandy’s brother on your show 

Sherard: Rayjay we had him and also Brandy she gave me the 
highest compliments she was a great interview as well the list 
goes on and on.

Jo: What are some of your goals that you don’t mind sharing? 

Sherard: I just want to see the Sherard show in syndication 
that’s the ultimate goal to be able to have it as a great  
daytime talk show it has substance and a long long ten year 
run. I do have a message my show is so much different than 
the other shows out there. I also want to be able to continue 
teaching the kids’ history about the business and fashion and 
entertainment, music, I’ve done some traveling to different 
schools I use to do it so often teaching those wide, bright 
eyed youngsters that has the inspiration to be the next  
Denzel and Humphrey Bogart the next Marilyn Monroe. I 
would just love to keep being able to educate them to help 
them understand the business instead of flying into it blind 
like it happened to me 15 years ago. 
 
Jo: Right, so what other projects that you have going on or 
that may still be in the production stages.
Sherard: I have the Sherard Candy Bar just came out in stores 
in Hollywood thank God, it’s been going well, it’s part of a 
brand fragrance line and T-shirts all that as well, I am also 
working on something new it should be coming out soon and 
that’s Sherard Head phones.  

Jo: Sherard you are just doing it. 

Sherard: I just want to take advantage of helping people out, 
help people with a brand and to bring awareness, you know 
the main thing that I do from a perspective from my mom 
passing away in 2001 from Kidney failure and my brother 
passing away in 2010 from the same thing so everything that I 
do is for the sole purpose of giving back for the fight and cure 
for kidney failure.  
 
Jo: I know you have your family with you in LA what role, if 
any, do they have with the Sherard Show. 

Sherard: My wife is very supportive she also does the  
booking when we travel to different cities being able to be 
that rock and support my little daughter, she’s five years old 
she’s going to be the one taking over the TV show in a few 
years she’s a chip off the old block they are both great  
inspiration best things in the world to me they keep me 
grounded and pushing when I want to give up. 
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 We’ve been following you from T.V. to 
Film, Co-Starring, and Guest Staring to 
Recurring Guest Star roles in multiple TV 
Series such as :
Young and The Restless, NCIS, CSI: 
Miami, Castle, Greys Anatomy, Criminal 
Minds, The Fosters, Modern Family, and 
Sharp Objects to landing Lead roles in 
Film such as: Red and Blue, Like You 
Mean It, Other People, and supporting 
Coretta Scott King in the 
film  All The Way.

It is truly a pleasure to watch you blos-
som into full view.

So, tell us 

Was becoming an actress  
happenstance for you? 

I wouldn’t call it happenstance, but it 
was a bit of a winding road. I was lucky 
to be exposed to the arts very early on, 
but growing up in the Midwest, I didn’t 
ever think of it as a real job. No one I 
knew actually made a living as a 
 performer. It was something that  
people just did for fun. They might 
teach high school drama and direct the 
school plays but acting wasn’t seen as a  
viable job. So I majored in education 
and English in college, but I had a  
persistent urge to perform. So after 
college, I moved to New York with some 
friends and started auditioning for  
theatre. I was fortunate to start working 
with Classical Theatre of Harlem.  
There, I connected with veteran  
performers who had been in the ind 
ustry for decades, as well as, young 
actors who were coming out of top 
training programs. It was there that I first 
learned about UC-San Diego’s  
top-ranked program. So I auditioned 
and was accepted to the program. I 
earned my Masters of Fine Arts in acting 
there and moved to Los Angeles after to 
seriously pursue my career.

An intrusive maid on Young & the 
Restless,  a dubious bank teller on 
CSI:Miami, and a testy, OB surgeon on 
Grey’s Anatomy-who dared to  
challenge Dr. Bailey; how did you  
manage to conquer such  
demanding roles? 

I wasn’t coming out of the gate as the 
next young, hot thing in the industry, 
so I had the very boring and unsexy 
challenge of doing my best with every 
single audition that came my way and 

slowly building up my credits. That’s 
why they are a bit all over the place at 
that point in my career. I had to take 
advantage of what came my way. I had 
great training but so much of success 
in the industry is due to consistency, 
persistence and luck. Once I had a few 
credits under my belt, my team started 
to become more focused on the types 
of roles we thought I should be playing 
and we targeted those projects. My 
work later in my career, (i.e. on The  
Fosters, Like You Mean It, Sharp  
Objects) is much more in line with the 
types of roles that I think I play well. I like 
playing people with clarity, focus and 
authority. I am also really drawn to char-
acters that feel like imposters-they seem 
to have it all together on the outside, 
but inside they are nagged by doubt or 
insecurity.

As your career continues to ascend 
what do you attribute your success to?

I don’t think there is any big secret to 
being a working actor. I’m a coach and 
I tell my clients the same thing. You 
just have to get really honest about 
what your goals are and hold yourself 
accountable to doing what it takes to 
achieve them. I got specific about what 
I wanted. I started to target the people 
who worked on the shows I loved or 
who wrote characters that I knew I could 
play. I wrote them letters, sent them 
postcards, tweeted at them.  
I worked to develop professional  
relationships. I worked hard to  
consistently give good auditions. Again, 
it’s not glamorous. It’s the boring nuts 
and bolts steps that going into building 
a career. I guess the other thing I did 
was I stayed in the business. I’m very 
lucky to make a great living as a  
commercial actor so I didn’t have the 
added burden of trying to figure out 
how I was going to pay my mortgage. 
Not everyone has that stability so I really 
try to take advantage of my opportunity 
to build my career and do not take  
continued success for granted. 

We know that you have an extensive 
background in Theater; How did you 
make the transition to  
T.V and now Film? 

My transition into TV and Film was 
primarily a by-product of settling in Los 
Angeles after I finished my training at 
UCSD. Although there is a lot of great 
theatre in and around Los Angeles, most 

of the companies don’t pay well. It was 
always a goal of mine to make my living 
as an actor, so I focused on getting 
into SAG-AFTRA and AEA. It may have 
pushed more work my way initially to 
stay non-union but I knew that the  
people whose careers I admired were 
all doing union work. I wanted the 
chance to play with them. I just recently 
complete a run of Sense and Sensibility 
at South Coast Repertory. I played  
“Elinor Dashwood” in their 500-seat 
Segestrom Stage. I loved every bit of it 
and felt great to use my voice,  
dialect, movement and acting training 
to anchor a big story that way. Theatre 
is a grind: long days, rushed rehearsals, 
still continuing to work when you get 
home, time away from your family, but 
I’m grateful that I’ve had the opportunity 
to stay connected  
to that world.

Quoting you from Facebook “I pretend 
to be other people-sometimes I get 
paid for it LOl-love that...your a mom 
and a wife how do you keep your hustle 
balanced?

If I’m being honest, there is no balance. 
Sometimes I’m in full mom-mode. 
Sometimes I’m in full actor-mode. 
Luckily I have an extremely supportive 
husband who takes up the slack when I 
can’t do my usual mama chores.  
I realized when my son was very little 
that for me, I was a much more  
engaged, happy, patient mother when I 
was doing the thing that made me feel 
the most like myself. For me, that’s  
acting. But to pursue an acting career 
often means that my schedule is not 
my own. I’m going to miss some bed 
time stories. I’m going to be out of town 
during a school concert. It’s interesting 
because men have been making these 
kind of choices for generations, but I 
think it’s hard for women to feel like it’s 
okay to do the same. During Sense and  
Sensibility, my husband took on all the 
things I usually do-driving my son to and 
from school, overseeing  
homework, making playdates, cooking 
and cleaning. I was rehearsing 8 hours 
each day and commuting to and from 
Costa Mesa. From LA, that drive can be 
a couple of hours each direction. So 
after a 12-hour day, I would come home, 
eat something, work on my script, go 
to bed and do it all again the next day. 
I hated not seeing my kid as much as 
usual but I also felt like it was important 
to model to him that moms work, 



that it was okay that my work was  
important to me. After all, it was a 
temporary situation. When the show 
closed, we went back to our old routine. 
I feel like he’s learning that a marriage is 
about supporting each other and  
stepping in when the other parent 
doesn’t have the bandwidth to be  
everything to everybody. I hope it will 
be one of the ideals that he carries into 
his own relationships  
when he’s an adult.

Breaking into such the” competitive 
and sometimes brutal” industry of  
entertainment as an African  
American-Woman and steadily  
emerging - paint us a picture of the 
trials and triumphs of  
Hilary Ward-so far?

My cardinal rule: Don’t take anything  
personally. Ever. That mantra has helped 
me continue to pursue this career. I’ve 
been cut out of projects, called the 
wrong name, had to wait hours for a 
producer session that was running late, 
told to lose weight, been in car  
accidents on my way to an audition, put 
in danger on set...I could go on. But 
it’s really not personal. This business is 
full of people trying to figure out how 
to make these projects happen-how to 
make something that was just an idea 
into a movie or show that an audience 
can watch and experience. They are  
doing it under immense pressure,  
budget constraints, personal conflicts, 
etc. and working with that kind of stress 
doesn’t always bring out the best in 
people. So I do my best to let insults 
slide and keep doing my job to the best 
of my ability. It’s always wonderful when 
someone takes the time to  
acknowledge your work and I truly value 
those moments, but ultimately, I have to 
take responsibility for my own  
feelings and gauge my success  
on my own terms.

Living life in your spare time, how are 
you embracing and appreciating such 
abundance? The other day, I was on my 
way to an audition. I was running late, 
but got to the lot just in time.  
Unfortunately, the lot was full so the 
guard sent me to an overflow lot. I 
parked and started the 10-minute walk 
back to the studio. Not having antici-
pated a long walk, I hadn’t brought flat 
shoes. On the way to my audition, my 
heel broke. I limped the rest of the way 
to the studio, walked into reception 

and told the guard at the reception 
desk I was going to casting. He printed 
my pass for me and looked me right he 
in the eye. He said, “I want you to walk 
down that hall, take the elevator to the 
third floor, and make Obama proud.” 
I was a hot, sweaty mess. My feet hurt 
from walking funny on the broken heel. 
I was late. But I couldn’t stop smiling. 
I went upstairs, had a great audition 
and came back down to the reception 
desk to tell him how much his words 
had turned my whole morning around. 
I share this story to illustrate that the 
lessons that this business teaches you 
about ebb and flow, control and  
relinquishing control, self-focus vs. 
outward focus...they are constant. I’m so 
grateful to be an actor because I think, 
at its best, it reflects the ideal way to 
live: present, open, honest,  
other-focused.  I don’t always achieve 
that ideal, but when I do, my life is 
always better. We are living through a 
strange and scary time in the country. 
Many of us feel like the gains we have 
made for human rights and  
environmental protections are being 
sabotaged at an alarming rate. I’m trying 
my damndest to stay active and give 
back. I’m trying to not focus on my own 
fears but instead get to work, whether 
it is helping get people registered to 
vote, fundraising, calling my reps... the 
best way to understand the abundance 
I experience is to try to spread the good 
will around to the world I’m 
raising my son in.

To that aspiring actor/actress. Especially 
the African American Woman or Man....
what do you say to that individual  
who is watching? 

The practical advice is get good  
training and surround yourself with  
people who want the best for you  
long-term. The less practical but more 
important advice is do work that you 
are proud of, that you would want your 
mother or your child to see. If the role 
doesn’t pass that litmus for you, do 
everything in your power to make bring 
it up to that standard. And if it will never 
meet your standard, walk away. There is 
nothing wrong with saying “no.” It’s one 
of the very few things you always have 
the power to do in this business.

Thank you for sharing your gifts, talents, 
and time.  We look forward to watching 
you shine!



“I’m left-handed (just like my 
bother); I’m a total sucker for the 
Outlander book series. They are 
my guilty pleasure.I listen to them 
in the car.”

Fun Fact!





JO: You have worked all over the world and your work has been seen by millions. Can you tell me 
what sparked your interest and how you got into production design?

Anastasia: I have always loved movies. I was at the  
University going to dance school and my roommate at the time was a trainee assistant director. 
When I hurt myself dancing in an audition I started considering a different career path, so I asked 
my roommate what was work like and what does the art department do because I loved movies, 
like Metropolis. So she gave me a little bit of a break down and I started doing research myself and 
I thought this could be a great job, this could be a career, so I contacted the  
Canadian film festival and volunteered and worked on a  
movie by Vincenzo Natali called Cube for 2 months. I worked for some producers and got enough 
credits to get into the union in Toronto so I could keep working. 

JO: Sounds like you already had some experience in Art and design?

Anastasia: Well I drew a lot as a child, I’ve always been into drawing, painting and making things 
but I didn’t go to school for it while I was on Cube. I went to night school to learn how to draft so I 
could do location plans and draft up things.

JO: It’s so exciting to see your work, your creativity.

Anastasia: Thanks, it’s a very fun job. Someone said to me what else would you do? I don’t know, I 
would do something boring like open up an old book shop or something. 

JO: Well that might be boring with such a fulfilling career that you currently have. 

JO: I was admiring some of the films that you have done and I saw that you did Mama I am too 
afraid to see the movie, the trailer scared me. What was that experience like? Is it different doing a 
thriller?

Anastasia: No, I love scary movies, it’s like riding a roller coaster depending on the genre, it’s a 
wide genre but those kinds of dark scary movies I like and when they did a screening of the movie 
here I jumped three times knowing full well what was going to happen
.
JO: That means it was a good and scary. 

Anastasia:  It was good.  Horror films and scary movies are fun to do because you get to create the 
sets that you wouldn’t normally get to create for regular movies. It’s really fun doing broken down 
houses and crumbling pieces like cobwebs, and dead bugs in windows, those are really fun. They 
are way different for instance; a teenager’s bedroom is like the closest I can get to working at an 
amusement park other than fantasy also the director was super nice. It was a really a great movie.
 
JO: Where did the movie take place? 

Anastasia: We did Mama in Toronto.

JO: So you didn’t have to go far?

Anastasia
         Mazzaro





JO: You mentioned a water tank on set? 

Anastasia: There was a water tank sequence and we had some 
dressing for that and that was interesting.

JO: I like the promo pictures of Charlize with all of the  
stickers on her face that was a great idea.

Anastasia: We’ve got stickers everywhere in this movie. I did a 
lot of research on people’s houses and people with young kids 
and went to visit them and they had stickers everywhere.
   
JO: After you get the script how do you come up with your 
ideas I know that’s where the creativity happens. 

Anastasia: Initially I visualize, I’m picturing a movie  
happening in my head and then I talk with the director and see 
if he has a direction he would like to go and he  
described a feeling of how he wanted the place to feel and 
how he wanted to translate their feelings. It’s not just about him 
or how something is supposed to look, it’s about  
designing something to bring about certain feelings. I even 
decorate my home that way, people comment that every room 
is different, but every room is supposed to make me feel like 
I’m somewhere. My bathroom feels like I’m at my aunt’s house 
in Italy and my den feels like I’m in France and my living room 
feels like my favorite restaurant in  
Chicago, that’s how I approach my job.  I start digesting as 
much imagery as I possibly can until my gut says that’s enough 
and then I start pulling pictures and putting them up on walls, 
this is the kind of couch I want this is the kind of fabric that I 
want these are the kind of curtains that I want. 

JO: It does sound like fun and enjoyable work. Actually you 
have given me some ideas how to decorate my house. 

Anastasia: Yeah do it more on how you want it to feel.

JO: That’s a great idea.  I wanted to tell you that the last  
movie I seen Charlize Theron in was Atomic Blonde and she 
was a bad woman, kicking butt, shooting people left and right 
her character was far from being a mom.

Anastasia: She is really something!

JO: Yes! She is, so I can’t wait to see her in this role.
 
Anastasia: She gained 40 pounds for this role 

JO: She did?!

Anastasia: Yes, that double chin is really hers
 
JO: Ha! I bet she is probably trying to get the weight off now.

Anastasia: No it’s gone!  She is fully committed to her roles, she 
is amazing, we did this movie in 2016 and I’ve seen interviews 
with her and she said getting the weight off took longer than 
what she thought it would take.

JO: Only if I could be like Theron and get these 40 pounds off 
me. Thank you so much for talking with us Anastasia and as my 
mother in law says, I will catch you on the next go round.     

Anastasia: No, I didn’t, I was home every night in my bed.

JO: Can you tell us about the movie Tully and your role as a 
production designer, people may not really know  
what that entails.

Anastasia: (Tully) is about Charlize Theron’s character.  
She’s a mom of two with a third one on the way; it’s kind of a  
continuation of the work directed by Jason Reitman and
written by Diablo Cody. They started off with (Juno) and now 
this character is all grown up. It touches on themes like 
motherhood, parenthood and aging. It’s not as straight 
forward film of mother hood, I think it will spur a 
conversation, I hope it will, just by reading the script and 
explaining it to people.  When I first read it, conversations 
started spurring like, who you thought you were going to be 
and who you turned out to be and who you want to be.
 
JO: Can you tell us about your role
 
Anastasia:  My role is a production designer, I start off by 
reading the script, seeing the movie in my head, meeting 
with the director and getting my vision to merge with his so I 
can elevate his vision or her vision. After that we scout 
locations, this movie had a lot of locations as well as a studio 
set with a water tank in the studio and we filled the second 
floor of a house in the studio. So I design the sets and I 
decide how we are going to change the existing locations so 
they fit the scene. The rest of my department is art and the art 
director runs it and it consists of graphic designers and 
assistants. My other hand is my set decorator who gets the 
furniture and the small dressing that you will see. There is 
also props, they get and handle all the items that you see the 
actors using and there is also construction and paint. 

JO: You have a big department; I think sometimes people 
that are not in this business don’t realize all of the different 
things that are involved with making movies. 

Anastasia: There are a lot of people, production design is 
kind of the umbrella that oversees the rest of the department 
there’s about 5 people in that department.
  
JO: Can you tell the readers your favorite set that you 
designed for the movie?

Anastasia: I loved working on the house, the house itself 
was on the first floor. We just don’t walk into a house and 
leave it the way it is, there was an older couple who lived in 
the home, so we had to turn it into a house that a family with 
three kids lived in. Bringing life and some of the mess that 
goes with having kids was really fun to do. l always loved 
the researching like how to build the characters and turn the 
house into a place where these characters live. I really loved 
the Tiki bar, I saw it recently on twitter or something, they 
released a clip of Mark Declassi’s Tiki bar and that was really 
fun to do.

JO: I got to check it out.

Anastasia: Yeah, I love anything Tiki so the fact that there is a 
Tiki bar in this I was like bring it on!
 



A Chat with 
Luenell
Jo was able to sit down with ‘The Bad Girl of Comedy’ for a few  
minutes. I talked to her as she was on her way to a radio interview. 
This is a busy woman, she is starring in the new movie ‘A Star is Born’ 
with Bradley Cooper and Lady Gaga. Luenell has worked with both 
actors before, ‘All About Steve’ was with Mr. Cooper.  She was with 
Lady GaGa in the telephone video with Beyoncé.

Yvonne: Have you always wanted to do acting?

Luenell: I caught the acting bug very early with theatre. It went from 
church choir which is like performing, to theatre, and finally movies. 
All before I moved to Los Angeles.

Yvonne: When a new comic comes up to you and ask for advice 
what do you say?

Luenell: They should have thick skin. Should be able to do whatever 
it takes to get to an appearance; bus, train or automobile. Be able to 
do comedy for multi-cultural audiences. If there only doing it for a 
hobby, I would apricate they not come to me.

It was wonderful talking with Luenell, as her star is burning brightly. 
She has a new comedy CD out called: ‘Luenell Live- I Only Drink At 
Work.’ The CD was recorded live in 2018 in Phoenix, Arizona at a 
comedy club. The album is available wherever music is streamed or 
downloaded. iTunes, Amazon, Spotify, Apple Music, Tidal, Google 
Play, Pandora or Shazam. Keep up with Luenell on her social media 
and website.

Website: HeyLuenell.com

Follow me: @Luenell on Instagram and Twitter

Friend me: https://www.facebook.com/luenell

By Yovann







He is a director, actor, and producer; while teaching Theatre and 
Performance at Spelman College. He played Dr. Lopez in ‘Her Only 
Choice’ on BET this past October. You probably saw him on  
television guest starring on ‘Black Lightning’, ‘Being Mary Jane’, 
‘Saints and Sinners’ and several other great shows.

Keith Arthur Bolden is a married father of three boys. He has his own 
production company that is managing his career currently.  
Mr. Bolden’s wife is also an actor. They both starred in the recently 
seen movie ‘The Bobby Brown Story’ as doctors. His directing career 
has been on the stage. Mr. Bolden teaches theatre in the stage pay 
‘Fetch Clay, Make Man.’ He also is starring in the play as Brother 
Rashad, bodyguard and confident to Muhammad Ali. It will be 
showing in Dallas at the Dee and Charles Wyly Theater.

Yvonne: As a director do you use any of your students in the plays?

KAB: I direct a show every year at Spelman College. Yes, I do use my 
students in this production. I’ve been doing a play called ‘Hands Up’ 
for over a year and a half now. Taking it around to different  
universities, this play is in direct relation to the shootings of  
un-armed black men.

Yvonne: What do you find more challenging stage plays  
or television?

KAB: They each have their own challenges. TV and film are more 
technical, you have chances to get it right. You have people around 
you to help get your part correct. With a play you have four weeks to 
get your character together, working eight hours a day. Since it’s live 
you as the actor must be prepared.

Yvonne: How was it working on the Netflix show ‘The Haunting of 
Hill House’?

KAB: The set was scary. I will be in Show seven, playing the sheriff. It 
was a great moment, because I was able to meet one of my  
childhood icons. Mr. Henry Thomas from ‘ET’.

KAB: Theatre is where I’m from and I keep coming back. I think  
theatre actors are able to transition to television and film; much 
easier then television or camera actors to stage plays.

Keith Arthur Bolden is a very busy man. He is always working and 
spending time with his family. Keep a lookout for him in future 
movies on television. Directing or starring in a stage play.  
Keep an eye out.
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Top 10 Songs
1. This is America – Donald Glover
2. Wake up in the sky – Gucci Mane, Bruno Mars, Kodak Black
3. Everything – Ella Mai
4. I like It – Cardi B
5. Long As I Live – Toni Braxton
6. Casanova – Elle Varner
7. Good Man – Ne-Yo
8. Shea Butter Baby – Ari Lennox, J. Cole 
9. God’s Plan – Drake
10. Trip – Ella Mai

Up and Coming
1. Ari Lennox – Whipped Cream
2. Daniel Caesar – Who Hurt You?
3. Xavier Omar – Blind Man
4. Jorja Smith – On Your Own
5. The Internet – Come Over



1. Ohh How I Love You – Zacardi Cortez
2. Can’t Turn Back – Charles Jenkins
3. Not Lucky, I’m Loved – Jonathan McReynolds
4. You Still Love Me – Koryn Hawthorne
5. Stronger - William Murphy
6. Come as You Are – Marvin Sapp, Mary Mary
7. You – Tye Tribbett
8. Defeated – John P. Key
9. When it’s All Over – Patti LaBelle
10. Cycles – Jonathan McReynolds

Up and Coming

Top 10 Gospel 



Celebrity 
Quotes
“People Haven’t always been  
there for me, But MUSIC always has.”
Taylor Swift

 
“Money and Success Don’t change people 
there merely amplify what is already there.” 
Will Smith

“If it wasn’t hard that makes it great.”
Tom Hanks

“You know it’s love when all you want is that person to be happy,
even if your’e not part of their happiness.” 
Julia Roberts

“There’s a drive in me that wont allow me  
to do certain things that are easy.” 
Johnny Depp

“I’m a human being and I fall in love and sometimes 
I don’t have control of every situation.”
Beyonce

“Sometimes you cant see yourself clearly until 
you see yourself through the eyes of others.” 
Ellen
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